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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 2.8 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-6 



. » ^ originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 



filed with the letter of 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or fomished to this Authority in the following lan^age which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international scan* (undo- Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

* SSjf^^^ *° translaUon furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

h ^r.^..l.t^^r:T^i^^^^^^^ ^P««-«0". the international 

contained in the international application in written form, 
LJ filed together with tiie international application in computer readable form, 
I — furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to tiiis Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that tiie subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in die 
international application as filed has been fiimished. e / uic ui:.wu^urc m me 

b^n -^rded in computer readable form is identical to tiie written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

5. □ J!iLTth^J-^ established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
I ''eyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** wiu,iucrearogo 

* fn''^^7eTo^'l^''"o^^^^ ^« ^ «« Article 14 are referred to 

^ 70.17) ""Sinalfy filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

** Any replacement sheet containvig such amendments must be referred to under item 1 andannexedto this report. 
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^* ^^H^ stotement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement w« nwn^jr. 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



2-6 



Claims 
Clainis 



2-6 



1-6 



Claims 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and eiqplanations 

1. This report refers to the following documents: 

Dl: WO 02 24434 A (HIRATA HAJIME; NAKAI YASHUHIRO 
{ JP) ; TERAO JIRO ( JP) ; TORAY INDUSTR) 28 March 
2002 (2002-03-28) 
D2: EP-A-1 319 492 (TORAY INDUSTRIES) 18 June 2003 
(2003-06-18) . 



With regard to the requirements of PCT Article 6, 
the following should be noted: 

Independent claims 1 and 6 are not clear. 

In claim 1 the expressions "predetermined period of 
time" and "normal operation" are vague and unclear 
and leave the reader lancertain as to the meaning of 
the technical features concerned. As a result, the 
definition of the subject matter of this claim is 
not clear (PCT Article 6). To redress this objection 
it seems appropriate to submit an amended claim 
using only precise teipms. 



2.2 In claims 1, 2, 5 and 6 reference is made to (MZ) , 
_^ (P) a nd (N) , which do not appear in the drawings . 

FoimPCT/n>EA/409 OBoxV) (januaiy 1994) — 
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Consequently, the use of these references (MZ) , (P) 
and (N) does not conform to the PCT Guidelines, Ch. 
Ill, 4.11. 

2.3 Terms such as "substantially", "greater", "earlier", 
"optionally", "the more recent measured value or 
values" and "and/or" - cf. claims 1 to 6 - are 
relative terms that cannot be used to demarcate from 
the prior art - cf. PCT Guidelines, Ch. Ill, 4.5. 

2.4 Product claim 6 does not meet the requirements of 
PCT Article 6 because the subject matter for which 
protection is sought is not clearly defined. The 
claim attempts to define the subject matter by the 
result to be attained, in this case with method 
features; but that only states the problem to be 
solved - cf. PCT Guidelines, Ch. Ill, 4.7. To 
rectify this defect it appears necessary to include 
in the claim the technical features required for 
achieving this result. 

3. With regard to the requirements of PCT Article 
33(2), taking into account the observations 
pertinent to Box VIII, the following should be 
noted. The points of unclarity are underlined as 
necessary. 

DocToment Dl is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1. Dl 
discloses a method of controlling the thickness of 
extruded film, comprising the following features: 
measurement of the thickness profile of just 
extruded film (1) by means of a thickness sensor (8) 
that is moved substantially transverse to the 
direction in which the extruded film (1) is 

FoiinPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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delivered, along the surface thereof, and that 
records, per measurement cycle, a thickness profile 
of the film (1) at least over portions of the film 
(1), transverse to its direction of delivery; 
transmission of the measured values to a control 
Tonit (9); 

storage, in a storage device, of the measured values 
upon which the thickness profiles are based; 
provision of statistical values regarding film 
thickness by a computing device (9), with the 
computing device (9) taking into account measured 
values or information derived from measured values 
from a specific niamber of measurement cycles and 
optionally providing measured values from more 
recent and earlier measurement cycles with different 
weighting factors; 

determination of deviations of statistical values 
for film thickness from a reference value; 
generation of control instructions to means for 
influencing the film thickness, where in providing 
the statistical values the computing device (9) 
gives greater weight to the more recent measured 
value or values , relative to earlier measured 
values, during a predetermined period of time at the 
start of the extrusion process than during normal 
operation - cf. document Dl, paragraph [0047], 
figures 3 and 4. 

Therefore, the novelty of the stibject matter of 
claim 1 {PCT Article 33(2)) has been anticipated. 

4. Because independent claim 1 of the present 

application does not meet the requirement of PCT 
Article 33(2), it cannot be established in this 
report whether dependent claims 2-5 meet the 

FoimPCT/n»EA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) ' " 
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criteria set in PCT Article 33(2) and (3), nor 
whether these additional features of these dependent 
claims 2-5 are linked by a technical relationship 
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 .2. Consequently, 
in this report an inventive step cannot be 
recognized. 

Claim 1-6 relate to subject matter that meets the 
requirements for industrial applicability (PCT 
Article 33 (4) ) . 
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